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Dr. B . Radhakrishnan, President, AFSO.

The motto of the Chalachithra Academy and Kerala Film
Development Corporation are entirely different. The prime
objective of the Chalachithra Academy is to foster the best artistic
cinema and audience through film literacy programs.

The film society movement is a global cultural and

educational initiative where enthusiasts gather to screen, study,
and discuss non-commercial, classic, and international art-house
cinema.

The film society movement originated in France during the
time between the two world wars. Thereafter film societies were
formed in many other countries. The international body for film
societies is the International Federation of Film Societies (IFFS),
also known by its Frech name Fédération Internationale des
Ciné-Clubs (F.I.C.C.). This international association was set up in
1947 in Cannes (France) bringing together groups of film
societies throughout the world.

In India, filmmaker Satyaijit Ray founded the first Indian film
society, the Calcutta Film Society in 1947. In 1959, the
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Federation of Film Societies of India was formed as a central
organization connecting the film societies of Calcutta, Delhi,
Bombay (Mumbai), Madras (Chennai) and Patna. Satyaijit Ray
was elected its first president.

The first film society in Kerala, Chitralekha Film Society,
was formed in Trivandrum in 1965. It was formed by the
celebrated and award-winning director Adoor Gopalakrishnan. It
paved the way for a new wave in Malayalam cinema.

By the mid-1970s, Kerala boasted over 100 active film
societies under the rallying cry "Join a film society and see the
world," laying the groundwork for public appreciation of serious
art cinema and fostering events like the International Film
Festival of Kerala (IFFK).

v cail

The Federation of Film Societies of India (FFSI) tried to
unify the regional chapters. The movement created dedicated
audiences for auteur-driven, realistic cinema, directly inspiring
legendary directors like Ritwik Ghatak, Mrinal Sen, Shyam
Benegal, Adoor Gopalakrishnan and G. Aravindan.
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The Kerala State Chalachithra Academy was founded in
August 1998 for the promotion of cinema in Kerala, considering
that cinema is the most popular art form in the state. The
academy was the first of its kind in India; it was formed on the
basis of the Karant committee report (1980), which proposed the
formation of a national film academy. The Ministry for Cultural
Affairs of Kerala appointed Shaji N. Karun as its first chairman.

One of the objectives and functions of the Kerala State
Chalachithra Academy is to support film societies by providing
grants and other facilities.

Unfortunately, in recent years, the Academy has been in
the limelight for leadership troubles with allegations against
politically motivated appointments of chairman and other
positions.

The motto of the Chalachithra Academy and Kerala Film
Development Corporation are entirely different. The prime
objective of the Chalachithra Academy is to foster the best
artistic cinema and audience through film literacy programs.

So the Chalachithra Academy finds it obligatory to support
the active, reputed, and affiliated film societies as is through their
effort that film literacy is achieved and audiences get an
introduction to aesthetic sensibility through regular screenings of
classical cinema, film literature, discussions and workshops on
filmmaking and appreciation.

Hence it is only natural that the people from film societies
become most eligible to be members of the executive committee
of Chalachithra Academy as well as the award committee for
films and film literature as they are often well experienced and
knowledgeable in several aspects of film art and film
appreciation. ¢
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NEHKAZHCHA ONAM SUPPLEMENT

Wishing you a joyous Onam!

‘We hope this year's celebration was
filled with vibrant colors, cherished moments,
love, gratitude, and happiness.

As part of our efforts to share the festive spirit
with our readers, the Nerkazhcha News team is
excited to announce the publication of our
Onam supplement
on September 1st, 2026.

To make this edition extra special,
we invite you to contribute your support,
stories, news, photos, and wishes.

For more information,
please don't hesitate to reach out to our
Chief Editor
Simon Valacheril at

847 630 0037




GATHER THOSE
EVERGREEN MOMENTS.

Take in the green, serene vistas of God's Own Countr
Reconnect with absolute joy and peace. And redisco
that magical sense of togetherness.
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God’s Own Conntry

{ 1 keralatourism.org
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PERSONALISED
NUTRITION
TAILORED TO

YOUR ESSENTIALS,
DELIVERED MONTHLY

Home Delivery: +91 9995811166
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Film societies, film festivals
and good cinema

A. Meera Sahib

|

The students who came out of the FTII dispersed and started
film societies in various parts of the country. Thus, the first film
society in Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala, Chithralekha Film
Sociely was started in 1965. Adoor Gopalakrishnan who came
out from FTII led the movement with his closest friend Kulathoor
Bhaskaran Nairr.

Film societies, Festivals and Neo realistic films / New wave

/Good cinema grow up together in a symbiotic relationship. Film
and Television Institute of India, Pune, instilled a new dynamism
into it...

Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, the then Prime Minister of India
invited Marie Seton, a film critic, a regular contributor in ‘Sight
and Sound’ and biographer of Sergei Eisenstein, Paul Robeson
and Jawaharlal Nehru, from London, to pave the way for a new
film culture. Marie Seton, had envisaged certain useful pointers
for Indian film societies and film festivals. Her initiatives to start a
film appreciation course in Pune Film Institute and her direct
interference with Nehru to bring in Prof. Satish Bahadur, an
active member of the Agra Film Society and an academic staff of
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the St John's College, Agra, as a professor of Film Appreciation
at the FTII are all part of the history.

Satish imparted an academic nature to film appreciation. |
was fortunate to experience his brilliance in delineating a film's
various aspects while | attended a short-term course in the
Institute in 1976. It was Marie Seton who introduced Pather
Panchali (Song of the little road) to the world. The speeches she
had delivered during her public addresses in various places,
Delhi, Mumbai, Allahabad, Banaras, Patna,Gaya, Kolkata,
Chennai, Mysore, Bangalore, Hyderabad and Ahmadabad in
1955-56 to spread the message of film societies are also part of
history. She also spared time to inaugurate the FFC festivals in
Kerala in 1976, and to visit existing film societies in Kerala.

She interacted with the members of Film Societies of that
time and visited University Film Clubs and urged the need for
establishing film clubs in colleges. | got an opportunity to travel
with her from Thiruvananthapuram to Kozhikode and talk to her
at length. She also gifted me a copy of her book on Satyaijit Ray
'Portrait of a Director'.

The students who came out of the FTII dispersed and
started film societies in various parts of the country. Thus, the
first film society in Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala, Chithralekha
Film Society was started in 1965. Adoor Gopalakrishnan who
came out from FTII led the movement with his closest friend
Kulathoor Bhaskaran Nair. They were friends from Gandhigram,
Madurai. When Adoor was studying in FTII, Kulathoor joined the
Journalism Course in Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan, Bombay.
Bhaskaran Nair used to go to Pune on weekends to meet his
close friend Gopalakrishnan and also to watch the movies
screened at the Institute. When Adoor, Devadas, and Latheef
came back from the Institute, they along with Bhaskaran Nair
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| began the work of starting a film society in Thiruvananthapuram
and paved a trail to a new film culture in Kerala.

The initial homework for that was done during their
meeting at Pune, because they wanted to watch classic films
uninterruptedly as they did in the Institute and it became a habit
to watch world classics. Prof. Sateesh Bahadur always reminded
them of the need for continuing the great mission of spreading
the film movement throughout the country and he anticipated the
FTII alumni as the flag carriers.

P.K. Nair Assistant Curator of NFAI, writers, film critics, artists
and college students extended their wholehearted support for
this endeavour.

K.P. Kumaran, then a playwright, Sreevaraham
Balakrishnan, a writer, Karamana Janardhanan Nair, an amateur
stage artist, Sivashakthan Nair, a Cinephilia joined the band.
Thiruvananthapuram was also an apt location. Myself, M.F.
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Thomas and others joined the movement subsequently. The
Flexure building at Statue was its first office. After a while, it was
shifted to Sasthamangalam, later on into the National Building
near the Over bridge and finally shifted to the studio complex of
Chithralekha Film Cooperative at Akkulam.

Before joining the Institute, the young Adoor used to write
and publish plays and even acted in some of them. The writers
of that time took note of it. M. Govindan, the celebrated critic and
thinker nursed a special love and affection for Adoor till his
death. Govindan's role was very crucial in nurturing young
talents of Malayalam literature who later gained celebrity status
as notable writers. The get-together at Govindan's house on
literature, film and culture were very well-known. | also used to
attend such events with Adoor and Kadammanitta. Govindan
was diligently keeping track of the changes in the world film
arena. Adoor also bestowed such respect to Govindan.

In 1966, Govindan, C.N. Sreekandan Nair and M.K.K Nair, the
Chief of FACT and an ardent follower of Kathakali and arts,
decided to conduct the fifth All India Writers Conference at Aluva.
The organizing committee had decided to conduct an
International Film Festival along with Writers Conference and
entrusted the responsibility to Chithralekha Film society led by
Adoor. They decided to conduct the festival at the nine district
centres in Kerala and in Nagarcoil. The event went off very well.
A total of 21 world classic films - 15 feature films and 10 short/
documentary films were screened. They were:

1) Mahanagar by Satyaijit Ray, 2. Devi by Satyaijit Ray, 3.

Teen Kanya by Satyajit Ray, 4. Passenger by Andrej Munk
(Poland), 5. Macario by Robert Gavaldon (Mexico), 6. Angry
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Silence by Guy Green (U.K), 7. Meghe Dhaka Tara by Ritwik
Ghatak, 8. Nine Days of One Year by Mikhail Romm (USSR),
9.The Ballad of a Soldier by Grigori Chukhrai (USSR), 10.
Cranes are Flying by Mikhail Kalotosov (USSR), 11. An
Optimistic Tragedy by Samsonov (USSR), 12. La Verite by
George Clouzot (France), 13. Skylark by Lazlo Randy
(Hungary),14. Night Train by Jerzy Kavalerovicz (Poland),15.
Knife in the Water by Roman Polanski (Poland).

2) Short Films:1.Morning on the Lievre by David Bairstow
(Canada), 2. Bridge and Shores by llona Kolonits (Hungary), 3.
City of Gold by Colin Low, Wolf Koenig (Canada),4. Beaver Dam
(Canada), 5. The Ride by Gerald Potterton (Canada), 6.
Thirayattam by K.T.John (India), 7. Cyclon (Canada), 8. The
Night by Tadeusz Makaczyuski (Poland),9.The Little Western by
Witold Giersz, 10. The Matter by Kazimierz Urbanski (Poland).

FILM SOCIETIES AND FILM FESTIVALS

The reputation, Chithralekha film society enjoyed from its
very commencement and its international connections, helped to
get films uninterruptedly. National Film Archives and embassies
of different countries provided films to Chithralekha. P.K. Nair of
National Film Archives extended wholehearted support to the
Chithralekha. Adoor's knowledge of world film and his constant
care helped to evolve the society to its esteem. The presence of
Kulathur, a film enthusiast, a good organizer and above all a
taskmaster in dealing with people fortified the fame of
Chithralekha.

The writers and critics in Thiruvananthapuram soon
became active members of it. After a period, a film club viz the
Kerala Film Club led by the editor of Kaumudi, a popular weekly
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of that period, K Balakrishnan and writers I|ke Pazhavila
Rameshan was formed and used to organize, rarely, film
festivals and screenings at Sreekumar theatre and Sakthi (now
changed as Kripa theatre) in Thiruvananthapuram and
subsequently the same group vanished from its film society
activities.

Chithralekha film society continued its service utilising the
infrastructure of Chitralekha Film Cooperative and housed under
the same roof. It also organized a Film Appreciation course, with
an eminent faculty including Prof. Satheesh Bahdur, P.K. Nair
and others.

In 1980, Adoor left Chithralekha and after that, it began to
become inefficient. | also left-resigned-from the Director Board of
the Film cooperative as one of the directors and continued as a
member. As a director board member and as a person
associated with it from the outset, | still nurse some good old
memories of Chithralekha's Golden era and the film festivals
organized by the society. George Mathew who was an executive
Committee member of Chithralekha film society and some of his
friends formed another film society viz Chalachithra.
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The new society also conducted film screenings and film
festivals and screened some very good films. Krishna Moorthy
(later called Soorya Krishna Moorthy), was also associated with
it. Subsequently Krishna Moorthy and his friends left Chalchithra
and started Soorya Film and Stage Society. It continued its
endeavor of screening films and conducting film festivals even
today, a yeoman service to the movement.

Cine society, Film forum, Prabhath Chitra Mandal and
Suchithra Movie Club Amateur, all based in Mumbai, together
with the assistance of National Film Archives conducted a
festival in Mumbai. That Swedish film festival held from August
28 to 31, 1972 screened a package of four films by Ingmar
Bergman. This festival came to Thiruvananthapuram also and
we got the chance to watch famous movies like Silence, Seventh
seal, Wild Strawberries, Virgin Spring at a go. Chithralekha
organized that festival.

| wrote an article under the title 'Bergman's Film Poesy' in
Chithra Karthika, edited by Vaikkom Chandrasekharan Nair. At
that time, this sort of articles seldom got space to publish that is
why | mentioned it particularly.

At the same time, in 1972-73, a Czech film festival was
also held at Thiruvananthapuram from September 28 to October
5in 1973. Its venue was Central Theatre in Thiruvananthapuram
and seven films were exhibited from morning 10, but now | can't
recollect who conducted that festival. It charged 40 paisa to 2
rupees for tickets. And Chithralekha conducted a Hungarian film
festival, it attracted a huge crowd. That proved to be a rare
chance to study the films of Istvan Gal and Istvan Szabo in
detail.

Meanwhile, Chithralekha Film Cooperative produced the
movie Swayamvaram, with the financial assistance of Film
Finance Cooperation. By that time, FFC began to fund good
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films. Swayamvaram drew a very good response and won
Awards including the President's gold medal for the best film. As
Ramiji a well known journo and art critic and onetime Secretary of
Madras Laitha Kala Academy wrote in 1974: "As one who could
sense the' New look' approach of Chitralekha from its very
inception and glimpse through the determined, self confident
character of its sponsors like Adoor Gopalakrishnan, Kulathoor
Bhaskaran Nair and others, a sincerity, earnestness of purpose
and courage to on odds, to beat out new paths in a field confined
to the "concentration camp" by purely commercially-oriented
outlook the captains of the film industry...They have been the
pioneers and path finders to young, aesthetic blood, struggling
futilely against the almighty power of big , to free cinematic art
from the fetters of degraded commercialism...". But several such
movies produced in the same way couldn't be able to repay the
money as they never got theatres to exhibit their films.

FFC took initiative to release these films in non-
commercial circuits throughout India. Chithralekha took the
responsibility of it in Kerala. Marie Seton who was in India at that
time came to Thiruvananthapuram as part of this mission.
Chithralekha conducted a festival at Salim theatre (later named
as Kalpana-now Big Bazar) at Pattom from February 7 to 13 in
1975; a package of 7 films produced with the financial support of
FFC were exhibited. Garam Hava (M.S. Satheu), Ek Aduri
Kahani (Mrinal Sen), 27 down (Avthar Kaul), Uski Rotti (Mani
Kaul), Maya Darpan (Kumar Sahani), Sankalp (Ramesh Saigal),
Duvidha (Mani Kaul) were included the FFC package.

These films were also shown in Menaka theatre in
Ernakulam and Crown theatre in Kozhikode. That was the first
National Film Festival conducted in Kerala. Marie Seton visited
all these venues. Kulathur Bhaskaran Nair, Secretary,
Chithralekha and myself an executive member of society
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accompanled her to these places, V|S|ted several film societies,
college/university campuses and held discussions on forming
film societies/film clubs. In all these places, Marie Seton
underscored the fact that the film societies were the catalyst in
heralding drastic changes in society. People queued up to get
tickets. Mammootty, a student in the Law College (the famous
actor), on a later occasion, told me that he had also waited in
those queues to get tickets.

While Marie Seton was in Kozhikode, Aravindan and M.T.
Vasudevan Nair came to Alakapuri hotel to meet her. We
arranged a meeting there and all cultural film theatre activists
attended it. We went to K.P. Kesava Menon's house and a chat
with him; | still remember it very vividly. The embers of her
enthusiasm are still very alive. Balan, a photographer and a
close friend of Aravindan, took some photos then. If somebody
has the copies of it, please spare as they are very valid
documents on the film society movement in Kerala. Under the
aegis of Chitralekha we took initiative to form an Association of
Film Societies in Kerala (AFSIK). AFSIK collected films from
NFAI, Foreign embassies and distributed them to other film
societies in Kerala.

At that time the activities of FFSI were not very passive or
grounded. From the mid 60s to the first half of the 80s when film
societies were under the leadership of Chithralekha, several
festivals, small and big alike, were conducted throughout Kerala.
The cultural attaché wing of the embassies of foreign countries in
Delhi also kept the prints of classics from their respective
countries. They were always ready to provide it to the film
societies through the National Film Archives. Russian and
American Cultural centers and libraries were particularly
interested in this. This helped the societies to conduct mini-
festivals with contemporary films.
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Most of the films had 16mm prints, and a very few were on
35mm prints. The societies used to circulate a programme note
about the films to the members. This was started by
Chithralekha. Adoor used his old 'Brother' brand typewriter for
typing the synopsis and with the help of the cyclostyle machine
of the society, copies were taken. Chitralekha became redundant
from the early 80's.

Filmolsav, the international film festival of India conducted
by the Ministry of Broadcasting and Information, Govt. of India
was held at Thiruvananthapuram in 1988. This added to the
enthusiasm of film lovers. It gives an opportunity to watch more
foreign films. It was held every alternate year in Delhi Sirifort
auditorium and in certain state capitals. The Filmolsav of 1988
gave a special gift to Keralites; the Information and Broadcasting
Ministry published a memoir on 50 years of Malayalam films. An
open forum was yet another gift of that festival.

The Federation of Film Societies took up the initiative and
responsibility to conduct them. That was a forum to hold serious
discussions for the propagators of new films - about their films
and to interact with like-minded people and masters from across
the world. When films rushed to the green vistas of globalized
and market-oriented business, Open Forums became mere
shadows at IFFI venues. But of course the IFFK of Kerala and
Kolkata Film festival are exceptions. Open forums are still very
vivacious in these festivals.

In 1991, from November 17 to 23, the seventh edition of
International Children's Film Festival of India was held at
Thiruvananthapuram. Jaya Bhaduri was the Chairperson of
Children's Film Society at that time. She was also an alumni of
FTIl. Adoor Gopalakrishnan was the jury Chairman of that edition
of ICFF. After that, Hyderabad was fixed as the permanent venue
of this festival.
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Chalachithra Film Society started its Trivandrum
International Film Festival in 1996. They conducted several
prominent film festivals. A host of young enthusiastic film lovers
worked in it.

Soorya Film and Stage Society conducted several big and
small festivals. The festival and screening programmes are being
prepared well in advance. It continues its endeavour even today.
Now, Krishnamurthy, himself is known as Soorya Krishna Murthy.
The festival they conducted in Thiruvananthapuram to celebrate
the centenary of cinema attracted much acclaim. They exhibited
the path-breaking 100 films from the 100 years history of cinema.
Now many film societies are conducting film festivals.

After the transition from analogue to digital, the functioning of the
film societies are more trouble free because the prints in
DVD/blue ray format are available and most of them can afford a
video projector. Now there are several film societies affiliated to
FFSI ( Federation of Film Societies of India) in Kerala.

The FFSI in Kerala is in doldrums now and it is learned
from reliable sources that their activities are only limited to the
distribution of Govt. funds to the dear and near societies, most of
them are defunct or partially functioning.

Best functioning societies conducting weekly, monthly,
screenings and thematic film festivals are being excluded from
the funding procedure. FFSI Kerala region has diverted, portion
of the Govt. fund under Kerala budget earmarked for supporting
the functioning film societies, to non film society activities like
FIPRESCI etc. They are also duplicating the film festivals of
Kerala State Chalachithra Academy like IDSFFK. It has to be
corrected and hope that the FFSI Kerala region will stop burning
both ends of the candle and rebuild its glory by helping all film
societies without any discrimination and prejudice.

4
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