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schemes, including CMEDP (Chief Minister's
Entrepreneurship Development Programme), KFC Startup
Kerala, Term loans, Working capital loans, and specialized
schemes for sectors like Tourism, Agriculture, and
Manufacturing.

& Attractive interest rates starting from 5%
facilitated by government subsidies and KFC

repates.

Offers collateral-free loans of up to
2 crores for eligible startups

Kerala Financial Corporation
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Progress
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30, TUESDAY, Joint council 157 Floor,
SEPTEMBER,2025. SCREENING SCHEDULE Near Press Club, Trivandrum.
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10:00 AM

THE PLAGUE

ALBERT CAMUS

1992 101 MINS /
ARGENTINA - FRANCE- UK.

DIR: LUIS PEUNZO. LUIS PEUNZO |

2:00 PM.
METAMORPHOSIS
FRANZ KAFKA
2012185 MINS | UK .
DIR: CHRIS SWANTON

CHRIS SWANTON g g e
oo T — | — "ﬂ'ﬁ —

4:00 PM
RHINOCEROS
EUGENE IONESCO
1974 /101 MINS / USA
DIR: TOM O' HORGAN

website:www.filca .in email :filcakerala@gmail.com



@080 -8 "Jc.Jﬂ-_n -142

September Flll‘l‘l m1 m1 o m1 ﬂm " :::Hﬂllrlill IEIIHI:I! 1lI|JI|I'11

1Im Fe
FEEt}vaI_ k_" '-'lgltal rnlidqa‘_"j.:l PI]_:llIE"lE'l:E bf |'|||"E FI|ITI E‘ule't'f

Innovating
for Healthy
Generations

ML hos troversed o long poth, over e past five
decodes. Fram 0 modest condom manutoctuner, HLL
nos em2rged o5 one of india’s Toremast provioess of
quoiity & orforfabie Realthocore profucts ond
seryioes. Foam innovathve Controceptives 1o Hospital

procucts, Diognostic servces to-Aetol Phomocy.
creoting new-oge Infrastructune to Social
dessiapment inltiotves, we are doing oll it tokes fo
KRED e QEnerotons Beaithy.

¥, : ,
& g Sl
.' " HLL Lifecare Limited

[ et ot o Jewhi F el

ntroreptives | Hespital Products | Wutroceuticols | Personal Corp Products | Slogrostic Sarvices | Batoll Phommacy | Projects & Sanvices




@0 |o -8 BRI — 142 mmnfgmd 2025 MOS80 - Ez:rg;t'lnﬂ’

i W HI 1-. i
i F""“@ nmﬂno ﬂ.ﬂtﬂ:l(lﬁ @ ﬁ‘i{arm':'":[:.“.'.:
i '||'|'| r"‘\--'l'l."l
D

FEitwal igital Magazine Published by Filca Film Eume’t}r _ Part-IV 4

K<Pharma

Your Prescription
Delwemd Anytlme,

v -
.....

. +91 8138988800
@1 ATV14882315
S4B TEEIDODVIEY




@0 |o -8 BB - 142 B0 losnId 2026 AMMOEe ~ Mol

stombor Fi A World Literature

sevemer G, alllRilo QUi 45255

5 \ I FESTIVA
FEE‘._tWE_ k’ Digital Magazine Published by Filca Film Society ]']t _Part-IV I

(i) ruaanimjaige nilig) mulmla@go

alelg[meag: nIAmMiA B30 -4

ER0I0IGOW0[ELIBI@HAIT

SR 30 HiTUnlgomud 2025 (Raldqy)

b6 atlloamaoamg 25t

@it f:ufﬂ.mll:-'nu'wk_&:rrmﬁ-lt-"’,
QM AADRDTY el BADST Uil

,gip_;tﬂ' (o] Fane,

AESO) (R MBI @af lallElo GIRSTIN |

A — |

M:Ln“ .&'
el agntem)/ g
okt |

AM
ALBLNT CENUY
kb e
afJniami)
wim - 5. Gd. / 992 / W k) -

10

Menflanme -
eRdsgin -

3 - i d
METAMURTHOAS

=i (=11

(1883 - 1524)

4PM
MENEMAMMUENaMU

(g e enied)
Molanme : 853 & Sundng /
3. ol o, / W00 dhrik/ 1974)

WonEsE0 |
108 - 1984

g
1]



@niogjo -8 BB - 142 ﬁ:-.mnﬁ_hmmtﬁ 2026 AMDmIgo - s ol

World Lite
EEPtEH'IbEI* F"mp }- m1m1o m1ﬂm @ 'i“n”ultllnl: Jrl::llllll*i

H"I
FEEtWEI_ t"-“ Digital Magazine Published by Filca Film Society

I*ml‘t

T

Historieal Teansition and Modernism
in the 20° Centupy -

Dr. B. Radhakrishnan
(President, Filca Fim Society

become outdated in light of the new
economic, social and political circumstances
of a fully industrialised society. They duly set
about searching for radical responses to the
radical changes occurring around them,
affirming man’s power to shape and
influence their environment through
experimentation, technology and scientific
advancement, in short, providing alternative
and newer responses to life’s issues.

Historically, the ‘Early modern’ is a term used
by historians to refer to the period approxi-
mately from AD 1500 to 1800, especially
in Western Europe. It follows the Late
Medieval period, and is marked by the first

Friedrich Hegel

.. P -
Jegn Jacques

Rousseau

Charles Darwin Henry David
Thoreau




@DR |0 -8

Septem her Film

BBk —142

Festwal

Honore De Belzac Victor Hugo

European colonies, the rise of strong
centralised governments, and the begin-
nings of recognisable nation-states that
are the

direct antecedents of today’s states, in what
is called modern times. This era spans the
two centuries between the Middle Ages and
the Industrial Revolution that provided the
basis for modermn European and American society,
and in subsequent years the term ‘early modem
has evolved to be less euro-centric, and
became generally more useful for tracking
related historical events across vast regions,
as the cultural influences and dynamics from
one region impacting on distant others has
become more appreciated.

The early modern period is characterised by
the rise of science, the shrinkage of relative
distances through improvements in
transportation and communications and
increasingly rapid technological progress,
secularised civic politics and the early
authoritarian nation-states. Furthermore,
capitalist economies and institutions began
their rise and development, beginning in
northern ltalian republics such as Genoa and
the Venetian oligarchy.The early modern pe-
riod also saw the rise of the economic theory
of mercantilism. As such, the early modern
period represents the decline and eventual
disappearance, in much of the European
sphere, of Christian theocracy, feudalism
and serfdom. The expression ‘early mod-
ern’is sometimes (and incorrectly) used as a
substitute for the term ‘Renaissance’.
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Charles Dickens

Fyodéf

Dostoevsky Arthur

Schopenhauer

However, ‘Renaissance’ is properly used in
relation to a diverse series of cultural
developments that occurred over several
hundred years in many different parts of
Europe, especially central and northern
Italy, and spans the transition from late
medieval civilisation to the opening of the
‘early modern’ period.

Modernist literature can be viewed largely
in terms of its formal, stylistic and semantic
movement away from Romanticism,
examining subject matter that is traditionally
mundane. All the enduring certainties of
Enlightenment thinking, and the heretofore
unquestioned existence of an all- seeing,
all-powerful ‘Creator’ figure, were high on the
modernists’ list of dogmas that were now to
be challenged, or subverted, perhaps
rejected altogether, or, at the very least,
reflected upon from a fresh new ‘modernist’
perspective.

MOS80 - gng‘i-'lnr.f
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The past was now to be seen and treated
as different from the modern era, and its
axioms and undisputed authorities held up
for revision and enquiry. The extent to which
Modernism is open to diverse interpretations,
and even rife with apparent paradoxes and
contradictions, is perhaps illustrated by
the uneasy juxtaposition of the viewpoints
declared by two of modernist poetry’s most
celebrated and emblematic poets: while
Ezra Pound (1885-1972) was making his
famous call to “make it new”, his contempo-
rary T. S. Eliot (1888 1965) was stressing
the indispensable nature of tradition in
art, insisting upon the artist’s responsi-
bility to engage with tradition.Indeed, the
overtly complex, contradictory character of
Modernism is summed up by Peter Childs,
who identifies “paradoxical if not opposed
trends towards revolutionary and reaction-
ary positions, fear of the new and delight at
the disappearance of the old, nihilism and
fanatical enthusiasm, creativity and despair”
(Modernism, 2000).

By the late 19th and early 20th century,
modernist art, politics, science and cul-
ture had come to dominate not only
Western Europe and North America, but
almost every civilised area on the globe, in-
cluding movements thought of as op-
posed to the West and globalisation.
The modern era is closely associated
with the development of individual-

Friedrich
Nietzsche

Albert
Einstein
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ism, capitalism, urbanisation and a belief in
the positive possibilities of technological and
political progress. The brutal wars and other
problems of this era, many of which come
from the effects of rapid change and the
connected loss of strength of traditional re-
ligious and ethical norms, have led to many
reactions against modern development: op-
timism and belief in constant progress has
been most recently criticised by ‘postMod-
ernism’, while the dominance of Western
Europe and North America over other
continents has been criticised by
postcolonial theory.

The concept of the modern world as distinct
from an ancient or medieval one rests on a
sense that ‘modernity’ is not just another era
in history, but rather the result of a new type
of change. This is usually conceived of as
progress driven by deliberate human
efforts to better their situation. Advances in
all areas of human activity - politics, industry,
society, economics, commerce, transport,
communication,mechanisation, automation,
science, medicine, technology, and culture
appear to have transformed an ‘old world’
into the ‘modern’ or ‘new world’.

In each case, the identification of the old
Revolutionary change can be used to
demarcate the old and old-fashioned from
the modern. Much of the modern world has
replaced the Biblical-oriented value system,
re-evaluated the monarchical government
system,and abolished the feudal economic sys-
tem, with new democratic and liberal ideas
in the areas of politics, science,
psychology, sociology, and economics.

We welcome all Film art lovers to the
September edition of the world literature and
world cinema series, part -4. .

MOS80 - E}_r:.ﬂ-d’
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September film festival. World Lit-
erature and World Cinema series.
Part -4. “ Modernism in Literature
1. Metamorphosis/ Franz Kafka/
2012 /85 Mins / UK / Directed by
Chris Swanton.

2. The Plague / Albert Camus/ 1992
/101 Mins / Argentina - France- UK
/ Directed by Luis Peunzo.

3. Rhinoceros/ Eugene lonesco/
1974 / 101 Mins / USA/ Directed by
Tom O’ Horgan.

In continuation of the discussion
and FILCA film festival on the
World Literature and World Cinema
series and the introduction to mod-
ernism in literature, we can imag-
ine a cubist-style picture of histor-
ical, dialectical and very complex
processes and the transition into
a scientific world and the catalyt-
ic development of all systems, in-
cluding the philosophy of art, along
with new realisations.

A nuanced appreciation of the aes-
thetics of modernist films may re-
quire a level of familiarity and vi-
sual training, and unfortunately we
did not have such film and cultural
studies courses until recently. Nev-
ertheless, the library movement
and the Kerala Film Society move-
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Sabu Sankar
Novelist, Film
Writer, Director

ment have been playing a significant
role and making innovative efforts in
this intellectual milieu.

The first half of the nineteenth cen-
tury saw an aesthetic turning away
from the realities of political and so-
cial fragmentation and so facilitated
a trend towards Romanticism: em-
phasis on individual subjective expe-
rience, the sublime, the supremacy
of Nature as a subject for art, revo-
lutionary or radical extensions of ex-
pression, and individual liberty.

By mid-century, however, a synthesis
of these ideas with stable governing
forms had emerged, partly in reac-
tion to the failed Romantic and dem-
ocratic Revolutions of 1848.

Exemplified by ‘practical’ philosoph-
ical ideas such as positivism and
called by various names - in Great
Britain it is designated the ‘Victorian
era’ - this stabilising synthesis was

Gustave Flaubert  Edourd Manet
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rooted in the idea that reality dom-
inates over subjective impressions.
Central to this synthesis were com-
mon assumptions and institutional
frames of reference, including the
religious norms found in Christiani-
ty, scientific norms found in classical
physics and doctrines that asserted
that the depiction of external reality
from an objective standpoint was not
only possible but desirable.

Cultural critics and historians label
this set of doctrines Realism, though
this term is not universal. In philos-
ophy, the rationalist, materialist and
positivist movements established
a primacy of reason and system.
Against this current ran a series of
ideas, some of them direct continua-
tions of Romantic schools of thought.

Notable among these were the agrar-
ian and revivalist movements in plas-
tic arts and poetry. Rationalism also
drew responses from the anti-ratio-
nalists in philosophy: in particular,
G. W. F. Hegel’s dialectic view of ci-
vilisation and history drew responses
from Friedrich Nietzsche and Sgren
Kierkegaard, who were Hegel; Ki-

erkegaard; Nietzsche; Ruskin major

Gustave Courbet Paul Cezzane

T S. Eliot Ezra Pound

influences on Existentialism.

All of these separate reactions to-
gether began to be seen as offering
a challenge to any comfortable ideas
of certainty derived by civilisation,
history, or pure reason. From the
1870s onward, the ideas that histo-
ry and civilisation were inherently
progressive and that progress was
always good came under increasing
attack.

The likes of the German composer
Richard Wagner (1813-83) and the
Norwegian dramatist Henrik Ibsen
(1828-1906) had been reviled for
their own critiques of contemporary
civilisation and for their warnings
that accelerating ‘progress’ would
lead to the creation of individuals
detached from social values and
isolated from their fellow men. Ar-
guments arose that the values of
the artist and those of society were
not merely different, but that soci-
ety was antithetical to progress and
could not move forward in its pres-
ent form.
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Philosophers called into question the
previous optimism. The work of the
German philosopher Arthur Schopen-
hauer (1788-1860) was labelled ‘pes-
simistic’ for its idea of the ‘negation
of the will’, an idea that would be
both rejected and incorporated by lat-
er thinkers such as Nietzsche (1844-
1900).

joseph Conrad

James Joyce

Two of the most significant thinkers of
the period were, in biology, Charles
Darwin, and in political science, Karl
Marx.

Darwin’s theory of evolution by natu-
ral selection undermined the religious
certainty of the general public and
the sense of human uniqueness of
the intelligentsia. The notion that hu-
man beings were driven by the same
impulses as ‘lower animals’ proved to
be difficult to reconcile with the idea
of an ennobling spirituality.

Marx argued there were fundamental
contradictions within the capitalist
system - and that, contrary to the lib-
ertarian ideal, the workers were any-
thing but free. Both thinkers would
spawn defenders and schools of
thought that would become decisive
in establishing Modernism.

Separately, in the arts and letters,

two ideas originating in France would
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have a particular impact. The first was
Impressionism, a school of painting
that initially focused on work done,
not in studios, but outdoors.

Impressionist paintings demonstrat-
ed that human beings do not see ob-
jects but instead see light itself. The
school gathered adherents despite
internal divisions among its leading
practitioners and became increasing-
ly influential.

The second school was Symbolism,
marked by a belief that language is
expressly symbolic in its nature, and
that poetry and writing should follow
connections that the sound and tex-
ture of the words create.

The poet Stéphane Mallarmé would
be of particular importance to what
would occur afterwards.

At the same time, social, political,
and economic forces were at work
that would become the basis to ar-
gue for a radically different kind of
art and thinking. Chief among these
was steam-powered industrialisation,
which produced buildings that com-
bined art and engineering in new in-
dustrial materials such as cast iron to
produce railroad bridges and glass-
and-iron train sheds - or the Eiffel
Tower, which broke all previous lim-
itations on how tall man-made ob-
jects could be - and at the same time
offered a radically different environ-
ment in urban life.

With the telegraph offering instant
communication at a distance, the ex-
perience of time itself was altered.

MOS80 - g.—;gﬂ-‘l.{f
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In the 1890s, a strand of thinking be-
gan to assert that it was necessary to
push aside previous norms entirely,
instead of merely revising past knowl-
edge in light of current techniques. It
was argued that, if the nature of reali-
ty itself was in question, and if restric-
tions which had been in place around
human activity were falling, then art,
too, would have to radically change.

Thus, in the first fifteen years of the
twentieth century, a series of writers,
thinkers, and artists made the break
with traditional means of organising
literature, painting, and music. This
wave of the modern movement broke
with the past in the first decade of the
twentieth century and tried to rede-
fine various art forms radically.

Composers such as Schoenberg,
Stravinsky, and George Antheil repre-
sent Modernism in music.

Artists such as Gustav Klimt, Picas-
so, Matisse, Mondrian, and the move-
ments Les Fauves, Cubism Woman
with a Hat, by Henri Matisse (1905)
and the Surrealists represent various
strains of Modernism in the visual

arts, while architects and designers ¢

such as Le Corbusier, Walter Gropi-
us, and Ludwig Mies van der Rohe
brought modernist ideas into every-
day urban life. Several figures outside
of artistic Modernism were influenced
by artistic ideas; for example, John
Maynard Keynes was friends with Vir-
ginia Woolf and other writers of the
London-based Bloomsbury group.

On the eve of the First World War,
a growing tension and unease with
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Virginia Woolf Anton Chekhov
the social order, seen in the Russian
Revolution of 1905 and the agitation
of ‘radical’ parties, also manifested it-
self in artistic works in every medium,
which radically simplified or rejected
previous practice.

In 1913 - the year of Edmund Hus-
serl’s ldeas, Ezra Pound’s founding of
Imagism, and the New York Armoury
Show - Stravinsky (1882-1971) com-
posed The Rite of Spring for a ballet,
choreographed by Vaslav Nijinsky,
that depicted human sacrifice. Mean-
while, young painters such as Picas-
so and Matisse were causing a shock
with their rejection of traditional per-
spective as the means of structuring
paintings.

These developments began to give
a new meaning to what was termed
Modernism’:

it now embraced disrup-

V;S'vig.rr\]un Freud Pablo Plcasso
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Piet Mondrian

Henri Matisse

tion, rejecting or moving beyond sim-
ple Realism in literature and art, and
rejecting or dramatically altering to-
nality in music. This set modernists
apart from 19th-century artists, who
had tended to believe in ‘progress’.

Writers like Dickens and Tolstoy,
painters like Turner, and musicians
like Brahms were not ‘radicals’ or
‘Bohemians’, but were instead val-
ued members of society who pro-
duced art that added to society, even
if it was, at times, critiquing less de-
sirable aspects of it.

Modernism, while it was still pro-
gressive, increasingly saw tradition-
al forms and traditional social ar-
rangements as hindering progress,
and therefore the artist was recast
as a revolutionary, overthrowing
rather than enlightening. Modernist
philosophy and art were still viewed
as being part, and only a part, of the
larger social movement.

Artists such as Klimt and Cézanne,
and composers like Mahler and Rich-
ard Strauss were ‘the terrible mod-
erns’ - those farther to the avant-gar-
de were more heard of than heard.
Polemics in favour of geometric or
purely abstract painting were large-
ly confined to ‘little magazines’ with
tiny circulations.
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Again, Impressionism was a precur-
sor: breaking with the idea of nation-
al schools, artists and writers adopt-
ed ideas of international movements.
Surrealism, Cubism, Bauhaus, and
Leninism are all examples of move-
ments that rapidly found adopters
far beyond their original geograph-
ic base. Exhibitions, theatre, cine-
ma, books and buildings all served
to cement the public perception that
the world was changing. Hostile re-
action often followed, as paintings
were spat upon, riots were organised
at the opening of works, and political
figures denounced Modernism as un-
wholesome and immoral.

Many modernists believed that by re-
jecting tradition, they could discov-
er radically new ways of making art.
Arnold Schoenberg believed that by
rejecting traditional tonal harmony,
the hierarchical system of organising
works of music, which had guided mu-
sic-making for at least a century and
a half, he had discovered a wholly
new way of organising sound.

Abstract artists, taking as their ex-
amples the Impressionists, as well as
Paul Cézanne and Edvard Munch, be-
gan with the assumption that colour
and shape formed the essential char-
acteristics of art, not the depiction of

Henrlk Ibsen

Konsttin
Stanislavski
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the natural world. Kandinsky, Mon-
drian, and Malevich all believed in
redefining art as the arrangement of
pure colour.The use of photography,
which had rendered much of the rep-
resentational function of visual art
obsolete, strongly affected this as-
pect of Modernism. However, these
artists also believed that by rejecting
the depiction of material objects, they
helped art move from a materialist to
a spiritualist phase of development.

Many modernists saw themselves as
apolitical. Others, such as T. S. Eliot,
rejected mass popular culture from a
conservative position. Indeed, one
could argue that Modernism in litera-
ture and art functioned to sustain an
elite culture that excluded the major-
ity of the population.

Modernism as a literary movement
reached its height in Europe between
1900 and the mid-1920s. ‘Modernist’
literature addressed aesthetic prob-
lems similar to those examined in
non-literary forms of contemporane-
ous Modernist art, such as painting.
Gertrude Stein’s abstract writings, for
example, have often been compared
to the fragmentary and multi-per-
spectival Cubism of her friend Pablo
Picasso.

Modernist literature involved such
authors as Knut Hamsun (whose nov-
el Hunger (1890) is considered to be
the first ‘modernist’ novel), Virginia
Woolf, Anton Chekhov, T. S. Eliot,
Franz Kafka , Gertrude Stein, H.D.
(Hilda Doolittle), Dylan Thomas, Paul
Laurence Dunbar, Julio Cortazar |,
Ezra Pound, Mina Loy, James Joyce,
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Hugh MacDiarmid, William Faulkner,

Jean Toomer, Ernest Hemingway,
Rainer Maria Rilke, Robert Musil, Jo-
seph Conrad, Guy de Maupassant,
Jorge Luis Borges, Edgar Allen Poe,
Andrei Bely, W. B. Yeats, F. Scott
Fitzgerald, Luigi Pirandello, D. H.
Lawrence, Katherine Mansfield, Jaro-
slav HasSek, Samuel Beckett, Menno
ter Braak, Marcel Proust, Mikhail Bul-
gakov, Robert Frost, Bertolt Brecht ,
Boris Pasternak, Djuna Barnes, Al-
bert Camus, Eugene lonesco , Nikos
Kazantzakis and others.

The general thematic concerns of
Modernist literature are well-sum-
marised by the sociologist Georg Sim-
mel: “The deepest problems of mod-
ern life derive from the claim of the
individual to preserve the autonomy
and individuality of his existence in
the face of overwhelming social forc-
es, of historical heritage, of external
culture, and of the technique of life”.

(Reference: An Introduction to the
Aesthetics of Cinema / wlmlewyes
Wwomey ®om (momlmn’ aeoaga. / Sabu San-
kar / First Edition 1987 / Second Edi-
tion N. B.S. / Third Edition Prabhath
Book House , Thiruvananthapuram.
Introduction - P. Govindapillai, and
Britannica Encyclopedia - Oxford -
Other Online Studies.)
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inauguration of Cine-X (film club ), 5t. Xavier's College Thumba.
(August film festival) .Dr.Prof. Thomas Scaria , Principal,
Dr.B. Radhakrishnan, President - Filca, Vij ayahrlshnqn ;
Dr. Sabu Sankar, McEissa Hilar , and Dr. Girty Elsa Varghese,
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inauguration of Cine-X (film club }, 5t. Xavier's College Thumba.
{ Auqust film festival) .Dr.Prof. Thomas Scaria , Principal,
Dr.B. Radhakrishnan, President - Filca, Vijayakrishnan ,
Dr. Sabu Sankar, Melissa Hilari , and Dr. Gifty Elsa Varghese,
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inauguration of Cine-X (film club }, 5t. Xavier's College Thumba.
{ August film festival) .Dr.Prof. Thomas Scaria , Principal,
Dr.B. Radhakrishnan, President - Filca, Vijayakrishnan ,
Dr. Sabu Sankar, Melissa Hilari , and Dr. Gifty Elsa Varghese,
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